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In the 14 years that I have put this special game together very few of the major 5 conference members have been a part of it.
Duke from ACC participated in 2001 and 2006 but then made coaching changes. Carl Franks was the coach in 2001 followed by Ted Roof (2003-2007)
Duke then hired David Cutliff in 2008 and he has improved the program every year and finally got to bowl games in 2012, 2013, 2014.
Washington from PAC 12 participated in 2008 before they changed to a new coach Steve Sarkisian in 2009 who was later replaced by Chris Peterson
from Boise State in 2014
The BigTen representative was Indiana in 2011. Indiana had just hired a new coach in Kevin Wilson but the program he received was really
bad. Recruiting became imperative and eventually turned the program around.
In 2004 UCF participated in this bowl game as a member of MAC when George O'Leary coached his first season. They then moved to Conference
USA in 2005 where they had good seasons. Then in 2013 UCF moved to the American Athletic Conference where they were conference champions
in 2013 and repeated in 2014. This year they went from the mountain top to the valley. It got so bad George O'Leary resigned mid season and
replaced by an interim coach from the current staff. Even that move did not save the Golden Knights from their demise. So no matter who is hired
as the next coach, he inherits a tarnished team. His first plan of attack has to be recruiting but under current reports it is ranked in the bottom 10 out
of 120 FBS teams. However, UCF is in a good place because UCF is in the rich Florida area of football recruiting. The Golden Knights are truly
tarnished. The new coaching staff will need to buy a lot of cleaning solution and towels to polish this team's armor not to mention the players.
For the first time a member of the Big XII the Kansas Jayhawks makes their inaugural visit to this illustrious game. Since 2007 when they were 11-1
the program has gotten gradually gotten worse. The coach back in 2007 was fired in 2009 and Kansas went through a progression of coaching
changes from Mark Mangino (2002-2009), to Turner Gill (2010-2012), and then Charlie Weis (2012-2014). Charlie Weis, an offensive guru via
New England Patriots and Notre Dame, became the new head coach. In theory the idea was good but reality set in and the team got worse each
successive year. So Charlie was let go and David Beatty from Texas A&M came in. Someone forgot to tell David that the Jayhawks are currently
known for their veracity on the wooden floor and not the green turf. Whatever the case this bird has had its feathers plucked and the resulting
carcass was roasted and served like a Thanksgiving dinner this year. Everyone at Kansas is thankful that basketball season started.
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